
Welcome to Camp 
Read-A-Lot

*Phonemic Awareness*

What is it?
Why is it important?

 How can you help at home?

Help your child 

become a better 

reader!



Phonemic Awareness
       What is it?   Why is it important?

What is it:
It is strictly auditory and involves segmenting, deleting, matching, 
counting, substituting, blending and rhyming.

Why is it important:
According to the National Reading Panel Report (National Institute of 
Child Health and Human Development, 2000), “The level of phonemic 
awareness that children possess when first beginning reading instruction 
and their knowledge of letters are the two best predictors of how well 
they will learn to read during the first two years of formal reading 
instruction.” (Adams, Foorman, Lundberg, & Beeler: 1998 -Phonemic 
Awareness in Young Children: A Classroom Curriculum.)



Blending and Segmenting
Blending refers to the ability to put sounds together to form words. 
This skill is critical when students sound out (decode) words. The levels 
of blending difficulty are:

❖ Compound words (foot/ball)
❖ Syllables (fan/tas/tic)
❖ Onset/rime (c/at)
❖ Individual Phonemes (s/t/o/p)

Segmenting is the exact opposite. Instead of putting the sounds 
together,   students are pulling the word apart into sounds. This skill 
supports students with their spelling and with their ability to recognize 
patterns. The levels of difficulty are the same as blending. 



Cross the River - jump on “rocks” as student says the sounds 

Picture Puzzles - cut up camping pictures into the number of sounds 

Camping Bingo - give sounds and player has to blend to find the picture 

Hike - Go on a “hike” and find things beginning with a specific sound

Scavenger Hunt - give sounds, player has to blend to search

Catching fish - use goldfish to count sounds

I’m going on a camping trip...



 Recognizing and producing rhyming words is an 
important phonological skill.  Children that are 
proficient with this skill are more likely to 
become strong readers.

        fish-wish        star-car      best-nest      

Rhyming



Campfire Songs
   Boom Boom Ain’t it Great to Be Crazy
   Down By the Bay
   My Aunt Came Back

Campfire Stories
   Make up your own or visit the library 

Rainy Day Games/Activities
  Memory/Concentration
   Picture Matching
   Bingo
   Fish for Rhymes

      



Word families are a group of words that share the same ending 
sound.  Words within a word family rhyme.  Practicing word 
families will allow students to read familiar word patterns 
quickly and fluently.  Children will start to learn to “chunk” 
words instead of reading individual sounds.  Recognizing 
word families will help students become more fluent 
readers.  It will also help them to become aware of 
spelling patterns.

Word Families



Sound Manipulation refers to the ability to substitute a sound    
to create a new word. This skill strengthens a student’s 
awareness of letter sound relationships and helps 
them to recognize patterns within words.

           cat - mat - map - mop - top - tip - tin

Phoneme Manipulation



Resources
Research about Phonemic Awareness

http://reading.uoregon.edu/big_ideas/pa/pa_what.php
http://www.k12reader.com/what-is-phonemic-awarenes/

Activities/Picture Cards
http://fcrr.org/resources/resources_sca_k-1.html
http://www.sightwords.com/phonemic-awareness/
https://gluesticksgumdrops.com/camping-bingo-free-printable/

Songs
http://www.songdrops.com/childrens-songs-chords-and-lyrics

Pinterest!
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