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This newsletter is published 6 times a year and available on the OES website:
www.d49.org/schools/oek

THE ODYSSEY ORBIT

Odyssey Elementary (719) 4948622
Pam Weyer, Principal Rebecca ThompsonAsst. Principal

IMPORTANT
DATES
News from the:
Happy New Year!! We hope you and your family find 2010 both healthy School Hours: First Bell: 8:50 am.
and prosperous. My experience tells me that the second semester of the 8:55 a.m. i 3:55p.m.
year typlcglly goes especially fast, so hang on beqaus'e while it may seem January 15m I Popcorn Friday
like t_he middle of_ the year the end comes very quickly! Some very January 18" i No School
special events will be upon us soon and | want to let everyone know about || January 21* i Chick-fil-A night
i January 26" - PTA Meeting
them well in advance. January 28" i Tools for Parents Night
February lm -4"™ i Book Fair
Please make your calendar for Thursday January 28" for our annual February 4P i N? 1T/2 Dag K'ndeffgaften i
~ N . . . aren eacnher confterences
fTool s4Parentso ni ghtanevenngsfsiengr, Wi Il copryary s No School i

parent classes on a variety of topics and free child care is all being offered. Parent Teacher conferences
Dinner will be catered by Chick-Fil-A for a small donation of $1 per person [| February 12 i 3 hour early release

. . . . February 23" i 5" Grade Music Program
and the funds will be used to purch_ase Ilbrar_y books. _The evening begins February 25" i PTA Meeting
at 5:30 and concludes at 7:30. Child care will be provided by the OES March 1*'i No students 7 Kindergarten

teaching staff. Registration

Parent-Teacher conferences will be held during the week of February 1%-5". Teachers will be scheduling
conferences for some students, but all parents may request a conference even if your teacher does not
request one. We feel conferences are one of the best ways we can communicate concerns and successes
youdr child is having at school. Look for conference letters to come home in Friday Folders on Friday, January
22",

This year, the National PTA Reflections Program challenged students to create a piece of art or literature

around the theme, ABeauty iséo Odyssey had 15 student
are now advancing to the state level. The four students are: Nathan Gonzalez-Kindergarten, Lindsey Gizzi-4™

Grade, Tabitha Musich- 5" Grade, and Bryan Evans-5" Grade. Thanks to all students who participated and

best wishes to those still in the competition!

Have a wonderfully warm January!

Pam Weyer, Principal
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Odyssey Talk
Direct by Satellite from Mission Control
The office of Mrs. Thompson, the Assistant Principal at OES

How can you bring Science and Space into your home? Try one of these simple and fun ideas each month tc
keep your child learning about te&citing world of science exploration!

1. Go to one of the many space/science links on our school website.
2. Take atrip a to the Museum of Science and Natural History in Denver
3. Buy one of the little science experiments from the toy section in Wadngaitk, simple and

fun!
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How many constellations can you find?

5. Ask your student to tell you one new thing about science or space at the dinner tabié kagtK (i X AT (K

learn something new recently, work together to come up with a question they could pose to their teacher about
science or space!

Sometimes it can be difficult to find places in the community to expose our children to Science a&nd&Epac
this month the Colorado Springs Fine Art Center has many exciting events to offer! Remember, you are the
first one to fill your studentés background know
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Jan. 19 10 a.m-5 p.m. Public Free Day

Jan. 19 6 p.m. NASA |ART Film Series: 2001: A Space Odyssey
Considered one of the greatest movies ofiale, 2001: A Space Odyssiya
part of theNASA | ART Film Series . Complimentary popcorn and a cash bar,
which opens at 5 p.m.

Jan. 22- Feb. 14 FAC Theatre Company: Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street
iOne of the most highly anticipated and cert
musical sof this year 6s t heait The Gazetta ¢callio é 0
check on age appropriateness)

Jan. 25 Bemis School of Artwinter/Spring classes beaqin
Learn to create alien landscapes, taught by artist Monica Petty Aiello, make
jewelry using space industry technology and learn about art of the cosmos, taught
by FAC Museum Director Blake Milteer

More informatio n, images, videos and links to additional resources: csfineartscenter.org/nasa.htmi

719.477.4316 | Visit csfineartscenter.org

NASA | ART: 50 Years of Exploration ... On view!
Tickets available online ... Sweeney Todd

Bemis Classes ... Everyone can sign up now!

Create cosmic explosions at Family Adventure Day
Film Series kicks off with 'Forbidden Planet
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Automatic Dialer Automatic Dialer Automatic Dialer

Our automatic dialer is meant to offer safety and communication for our students by calling the

homes of students whose parents have not called in to excuse them. This way if something

had happened it would alert the parents that their child was missing and if parents forget to

call in to excuse their child it will remind them that you must call in to excuse your child whe n
they are absent.

Unfortunately the district has been experiencing some dysfunction with the dialer in a few of

the schools; Odyssey being one of them. Sometimes the dialer calls out with no message

attached, sometimes it fails to call at all and one tim e it called every home in the school to say
that your child was not at Odyssey when this was not the case!

We apologize not only for the inconvenience but for the alarm that this causes hearing that
your child is missing. Please continue to call us when the dialer calls you. We will check that
your child is safe and sound and let you know why the dialer called.

Thank you for your patience as we work through these technical difficulties.

Odyssey Elementary School Administration

Counsel or ds ner
News of Tiger Woodso all eged af f ai fasslooksp toeTiger.r Nowh e r
kids know what everyone else knoivthe mistress, the voicemails, the wife attacking his car. Heroes have a way of
falling, but in todayb6s world, they fall faster and 1

What messages are our kids taking away frortha? After all, our kids see celebrities as role models. thaivkidsare
immersed in the 24/7 media world at younger and younger ages, the effect of a role model gone wrong magnifies

exponentially. Everywhere kids turngthsee images and hearrepars out t heir i dol s. And t
sense of it all on their own (or theydre left to figl
conversation with your kids today, ane. grab a teachal

What Can Parents Do?*
Grab the headlines, and make them teachable moments.f youdr e watching a TV show
teen drinking or smoking, check in with your kids. For young kids, see how much they understand. Take time to share
your opinions and your expectatiorisabout the issues.
Use the power of consequenceBoint out when a celebrity is suspended or loses endorsements. Establish consequence
in advance in your own home

Watch your messagesBe a good role model infrontgfour ki ds. Make sure you donoét
sharing stores about any Awild dayso in your past. I
say more than you need to. Thaybutthaywrel ook | i ke they art
Have a media literacy momentPoi nt out the media uses starsd mi sbehas

Web sites and TV networks for pictures and gossip, the more money the companies make.

Impart your values. Yes, it may soundld fashioned. But our kids need us to tell them what matters to us and why.
That s the essence of parenting. Face it: They spend
field. Speak up often.

Source: Adapted fromww.commonsensemedia.org

--Cheryl Curry, OES Counselor 48621;ccurry@d49.org
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By itself, | oose change isnbét worth much.
cando a | ot! Odysseybdbs Student Council will cond
January 117 January 22. The coins will be donated to the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, which
helps find cures for childhood cancers.

Collection jugs will be placed in the Main Office and in each homeroom class for students to
deposit their spare change. The classroom that collects the most money will be awarded a special prize.
So that we can truly make this a community effort, students and their families, school staff, and school
neighbors are encouraged to show their support.

LITERACY NEWS

Happy New Year! As we begin the New Year by making many resolutions, consider including reading as part

of your goals for you and your child. It may b e you reading aloud to your child or you reading a book the same
time your child is. It is always great for our children to see us modeling the joy of reading.

Here are some book suggestions for beginning and intermediate readers:

Bedinning Readers:

On the Night You Were Born

Ani mals dance, the moon plays a saxophone, and stars s
Till mands beautiful story. The bookds poetic |l anguage and
for a read aloud.

Pinkalici ous
A little girl eats so many pink cupcakes that she turns pink. Her doctor suggest s she eat green foods!
When too many treats finally turn her pink skin red, Pinkalicious takes his advice and devours Brussels sprouts
and grapes unti|l sheds back to nor mal. A funny story by E
Abuelita Full of Life

When his grandmothermove s i n, Jose®6 struggles with a few changes

Spanish, and cooks new dishes, but Josed soon realizes she

Costales about appreciating family and accepting differences.
Intermediat e
Pictures of Hollis Woods

Hollis is always running away from foster families. She thinks she has fina  Ily found a home with Josie, an
eccentric, aging artist. Then Josie starts becoming forgetful. How far will Hollis go to keep the authorities from
finding out? A Newbery Honor Book by Patricia Reilly Giff.

Ben Franklinds Al manac: Being a True Account of the Good
Candace FI| emi ng éstylelsograpaypekptmresthe life of Benjamin Franklin. With cartoons,
facts, and timelines,c hi | dren wi | | l earn about Franklinds achievement

inventing bifocals and experimenting with electricity.

Dominic
When Dominic the dog sets off to explore the world and ponder the meaning of life, he meets a group
of villains. Can the piccolo -playing pooch take down an infamous gang and become a hero? A humorous
tale by William Steig.
Source: Reading Connédoh-Resources for Educators, a division of Aspen Publishers, Inc.
HAPPY READING!
Malinda Keck
Literacy coach
4951149 ext. 6834 mkeck@d49.org
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The library has been a very busy place. The October Book Fair was a great success and some o f the proceeds
have gone toward updating the tests for the Reading Counts! reading program and buying more site licenses

for the school. To date, students have completed and passed over 1200 tests. That is a lot of great rea ding!
Remember, the top point winners will get to be Principal and Vice -Principal for the day. The kindergarteners
are now experiencing the fun of checking out their own books to take home and share with their families. We

will also be working on story m  apping when they come to the library each week in January. Second and third
grades have been working on new dictionary skills. Fourth grade has been working on Native American

studies and prepared many great displays for the library. We are always tryin g to add to our library

collection. We have recently ordered $1000 in new books from Rainbow Book Company (a local book

company from Boulder, Colorado). Our next Book Fair will be Feb. 1 -4 during the parent -teacher
conferences. Be sure to drop by to see  what has your kids so excited about reading! As always, thank you for

all your support. Our library is a better place because you care and volunteer!

Thank you,
Mrs. Talbot
Library Media Specialist

% % %Kinder News% % %

Welcome back! We are in the second half of our kindergarten dare®s we begin tdinish off the year, we

will increaseour expectaons in our academics, leammore and more, and will hold our students even more
accountable to get ready for first grade while we enjoy our learning! We would like to remind our families to
ask any questions they may have throughout the rest of the year and to know that oueddarsya open!

We look forward to continue teaching your children and preparing them for their next year. In addition, as we
continue our winter season, we need to stress how important it is for each child to come to school with mitten

, coats” |, scanes , and hats I We go out to recess each day 3 times and each child
needs to have all of the appropriate pieces of clothing so they staywawe appr eci ate al |
Your Kinder Team,
Ms. QuintanaMs. Badilla  Mrs. Grosvenor Mrs. Walker Mrs. Shumaker

P

< First Grade News Letter:

We are beginning a very busy second half of our year. First grade is working on many excisng slelthildren
will continue working on the retell process using character, setting, problem and solution and naming the main events i
story. In writing we are starting to work on describing people and animals. The power outline will be intradu#ced
form of a plan. The expectation is that the children will begin to format topic sentences on an independent basis. In
mathwe are exploring the 1006s chart and | earning abou
the studets will learn the fractions %2, 1/3, and %. In sciencewilldbe using Science Notebooks as we investigate
animals, identifying their characteristics and their needs. This unit will include arctic animals and penguins. inFinally,
social studies wwvill be learning about Dr. Martin Luther King, the Winter Olympics and Black history month.
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Second Grade Team News

New Year Greetingsd You And Yours!! We hope the Newedr has greeted you with peaceful days
and cozy warm evenings. We are excited to announce that our second grade teaching team has blossomed.
warmly welcome Miss Dieterle and Miss Price to the team.

We are pleased with the results of the informal fommal assessments from the first semester and are
eagerly awaiting the second semester. It will, indeed, be a semester filled with significant academic and soci
emotional progress. We begin the third quarter delving into a new writing genre. fWghéed second
guarter focused on expository writing and descriptive writing, third quarter will emphasize narrative writing.
Your child will be discussing story elements such as characters, setting, beginning, middle, end, problem, an:
solution. Durirg reading group, questioning will be the focus of the comprehension lessons. Social studies
lessons will focus on several prominent leaders. A study of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., George Washington,
and Abraham Lincoln are among the units that will beeced. The concept of subtraction regrouping, adding
coins, subtracting coins, and graphing skills will be the focus of our math curriculum. Many students are not
proficient with their addition and subtraction facts. A few minutes each day devabedsindy of math fas

Oto9would greatlybeneffftour chi |l dés progress. se@engrgoboaki o
Parents Nighto on Thursday, January 28. It wi ||
provided. HA vol unteers will also be cooking up a del |
|l iteracy growth -bbymedcbhrmign mtged hpemaday reading

children develop their reading fluency and readiomprehension skills.

Again, thank you for your partnership and support. We truly cherish the opportunity to touch the futur:
by working with the amazing comets at Odyssey Elementary School. Best wishes for a healthy and happy
second semester.

Happy 2010!! We are looking forward to a fabulous second semester in third
grade. In science, we are studying rocks and minerals this month, as we |l as
forces that shape our earth. In social studies, we will continue our studies of
regions. Our next region will be the study of the Midwestern states. In math, we
are working on geometry and will conclude the month with measurement. In
writing, stu dents are working on completing a narrative story, including all story
elements. In reading, we are working on questioning, which aids comprehension of
text. We will also look work on making inferences using our background knowledge
and clues from the te xt.



Fourth Grade News

Happy New Year ! ! ! We 8" geadenand tHe timedas flowh bry.oThigygharter we will be introducing
new topics, practicing previously taught skills, and reviewing for CSAP in March.

\@Readingﬁ We will continue to focus on using background knowledge, making mind movies, locating importance

in text, and summarizing information.
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Writing A Students will write narratives with a beginning, middle, and end. They will go through the writing
process with each story. We will  also focus on juicy word choice and making the story interesting.

°O

Math fi Fractions, decimals, measurement, time, temperature, area, perimeter, geometry and probability will
be our focus this quarter. We will also review previously taught skills in order to prepare for CSAP.

éSCienceﬁ For the next six weeks, students will be participating in designing, building, and programming robots
to compete in challenges.

Homework-Don 6t f orget to check your child&s planner towveryd
is written in there.

Please let us know if you have any questions! We hope 2010 is starting out great!
Sincerely,

Diane Haggard, Erik Russell, and Stephanie Hazelton

5Th Grade News

Dear Parers

We are now in ouvery busythird quarter of theschool yearThis quarter brings the fifth grade music program,
parent conferences, CSAP T Assyburchilg starte lthck Tosandolpledseo r P
remember that your role in their education is very important. Please make sumthdtilg is reading every

night and that you are actively working on their reading and homework with tBeme of our students are

still struggling with their math facts and need extra support. If you have questions about what to do to help y«
chidwi t h their math facts please contact your <chil
Night as we have some informative classes on how to help prepare for CSAP, Getting Ready for Middle Sche
and a demonstration of new technology athwill be used in classes. As always, we thank you for all your
support.

THE FIFTH Grade Team

Gabriel Hammel

Barb Colby

Teresa Schmitt



