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The last issue for this 2008-2009 school year

Dear Horizon Community,

Here we are at the end of yet another school ysémdnat a great year it has been. The month of
May will prove to be busy and eventful as we wiaipdgs up. | would like to thank the Horizon
Community for your tremendous support for your sitfamd for those in need as well. Horizon staff
and students raised money or volunteered for maggnizations, including American Diabetes, St.
Jude’s Children’s Hospital, Care and Share, ThepRPdfiill, St. Baldrich Cancer Research (Brandon
McAuliffe), Plastic Bag Recycle for Oceana (Donovavery), Water for People, Penrose Blood Bank
One Nation, general community clean up (HCC), amallfy (the number one fundraising school for the
district) the Christmas toy drive sponsored by toansportation department. Thank you all for caring
and giving from the heart.

Horizon and the district seem to be working thekkiout regarding Infinite Campus, the on-line
grade and attendance program. At the building Jevelare still becoming accustomed to the grade
book. If you experience problems viewing your clsilgrades, please let us know so we can continue |
improve the program and correct errors.

If you have yet to request a password, please do@s as possible. We will be making some
changes for next year. Horizon, in an attempt téggeen” and spend our limited resources more
wisely, will not be printing progress reports opoet cards next year. Parents may request a printed
grade report and/or report card at any time, butwar’t be sending them out bulk. This will not only
save paper, but also costs associated with toopiei; envelopes, and mailing as well. We will goav
an end of year report for your records.

We would like to congratulate Evans Elementary (iioxans International) for successfully
completing the IB process and for officially beimgmed an IB school. We hope to follow in their
footsteps soon. Horizon has successfully complafmalication A and we are now submitting
7 8% 2 Application B in partnership with Sand Creek Higth8ol (thanks, Mrs. Phelps!). We will keep you

1919:98 updated with our progress towards being an autadiB school.
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May will find 7" grade science students winding up their trip throEarth Science with a study of the Earth’s water
to include oceans and ocean zones. We will beimge@ film at the IMAX on dolphins and whales asextension
activity to the oceans unit. Additionally, we wilé Scantron testing, finishing the Science Expegt, and taking

our semester final on May 19 Other planned activities include visits from guspeakers from the Animal Shelter,
Dpt. of Wildlife, and the U.S. Air Force Academyhe students will also receive introductory lessom$Newton’s
Laws of Motion as we finish the yeaote: Astronomy Night at HMS with AFA Dan Ying is on tBeday, May 18.
All of the COMMUNITY IS INVITED to view from the tkescopes! Please join us!

Maz

For the final month this year"grade students will be wrapping up work with writiand solving equations in real
world situations. They will also be working witlytRagorean Theorem and graphing equations usipgesid y-
intercept. It has been a great year and thBggatie students have worked hard to achieve suitcessth. Parents,
remember to encourage work with math over the sumi@audents can always gowevw.studyisland.conto brush
up on their math skills. This is just one of maitgs students can find in order to maintain theith skills. We want
each of our students to begifi grade feeling like prepared and confident mathiziaais.

Language g,

Language Arts classes are continuing to researdiéa “decade” research paper. The due datthifinal draft is
April 27.

(poroie

Geography students just completed a unit on LatireAca, which concluded with a colorful, and tagtgsta...
pifatas included! Thank you to all the parents whiatributed to the festivities (especially thodgowvere only told
about it the night before!) We now move into Camadd finish off the year with an exploration of tinited States
of America and all its wonderful diversity and boynlt's been a wonderful trip around the worldlame hope your
students have enjoyed it as much as we have!

kkkkkhkkkkhkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkhkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkhkkkhkkkk kkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkhkkkhkkkkhkkkkkkkhkkkk *

I‘"l.m What a great year we have had in Math!

Algebra classes have developed their skills andsolre equations using tables, patterns and graBlemetry classes have
discovered logical thinking, trigonometry, propestiof shapes , symmetry and rotation.

In May we will be completing the systems of equagiovork in Algebra. Geometry will be working oroperties of circles and
polygons.

NOTICE:

Algebra A students who wish to be in the IB prog@n®sand Creek will need to sign up for AlgebraxBummer

school. Afternoon review/prep sessions are avigilady students through May 20, 2009. Sessionsheifrom 3:15 to 4:00
p.m.

A review/practice packet will be available for themmer for your student. Please have them lottkibver the summer to
refresh their skills. 30 minutes a day spenitmath will make a great difference in their freshryaar!

We have enjoyed working with your students thisryea wish them a great Freshman year!

Seienee

In Science we will be finishing the year with Bueggarbie (collaborating with math classes) andctiepters covering Energy,
Thermal Energy and Heat (chapters 13 and 14). eTwékbe at least one chapter test and a vocapalaiz or two. There will
also be a final exam covering Spring semester mi{ehapters 9, 10, 13 and 14)

engrean s

In Ms. Knowles’ Language Arts, we are reading Zlisdl€he Pigman and working on our essay styleddinFreymuth’s class,
we are reading Lipsyte’s One Fat Summer, and atsting on essay style. In the Honors class, westaging our study of
William Shakespeare’s King Lear.

m In US History we are finishing up WWII, and thels ibn to the Cold War and the party-time culturehef
1950’s!

|
Rock on! v ee< 5
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Students entering into the 6th grade

Please bring in your child's updated immunization
records!

When bringing in medication:
Medication must be in the original bottle

Approval to give medication, must be signed b
both the doctor and parent

If your child has medication in the health offidegse call
and make arrangements for the medication to be=gdicip.
We will be sending cough drops home in backpacks
beginning next week.

If your child has a health care plan and/or medicaforms
on file in the health office, you will be receivimgw forms
for next school year. Please have these updatgduoy
child’s health care provider this summer and retoras on
the first day of school.

The following information has been included as\aaw of
our policies:

Medication: Colorado state laws require a signed
physician’s order and parent signature for ANY noaton
to be given at school. This law includes any aber
counter medications (except for cough drops, whbitly
require written permission). Please be advisetithe
pharmacy label on the medication packaging does NO
suffice for a written physician’s order.

If you have any questions, please contact the he#ite at
495-5215.
Thank you,

Jennifer Gabrielson- School Nurse
Janene Hamilton- Health Assistant

Replace any helmet that has been involved in d&coads
damaged.

Buy a helmet that fits your head now, not a helroégrow
into.”

Replace any helmet that has been outgrown.

If it feels small, put in the thinner sizing padsparchase a larg
helmet. Ideally, select a helmet brand and sizefitsawell prior
to

any adjustments. If you buy a helmet that you finchfortable
and attractive, you are more likely to wear it.

" H#HS%
&
&
If it does, see step 6.
$ # #
( #
)

Many States and local jurisdictions have bicyclirte laws;
please refer to your State or local jurisdiction.fihd this
information go tavww.helmets.org/mandator.htm

A bicycle crash can happen at any time. A propfitiyd bicycle
helmet reduces the risk of head injury by as mc85apercent
and the risk of brain injury by as much as 88 petrce

More children age 5 to 14 go to hospital emergenoyns for
injuries associated with bicycles than with anyeotsport. Many
of these injuries involve the head. Helmet lawsueashe safety
of our children.

Everyone — adult and child — should wear bicyclbriats eac
time they ride. Helmets are the single most efiectiay to
prevent head injuries resulting from bicycle crasWearing a
helmet each ride can encourage the same smartibeiav
others.

Buy a new helmet that has been tested and meetsifoem
safety standard issued by the U.S. Consumer Pr&hiety
Commission (CPSC); use an old helmet only if it Aagal from
one or more

of the voluntary bicycle helmet standards, sucA®$M, Snell,
or ANSI. Look for the certification seal labeled the helmet.
For more information on bicycle safety, visit the

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

(NHTSA) Web site at:

www.nhtsa.dot.gov
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The helmet should sit level on your
head and low on your forehead—one
or two finger-widths above your
eyebrow.

3 &1
Center the left buckle under the chin.
On most helmets, the straps can be
pulled from the back of the helmet to
lengthen or shorten the chin straps.
This task is easier if you take the
+ [ # H# H# - helmet off to make these adjustments.

. % . # 4 1
Adjust the slider on both straps to

form a “V” shape under, and slightly
in front of, the ears. Lock the
slider if possible.

Helmets come in various sizes, just like hats. Size
can vary between manufacturers. For the most 5 1

comprehensive list of helmet sizes according to Buckle your chin strap. Tighten the
manufacturers, go to the Bicycle Helmet Safety strap until it is snug, so that no more
Institute (BHSI) site: http://www.danscomp.com/  than one or two fingers fit under the

products/charts/helmetchart.htm strap.

To select and properly fit a bicycle helmet, 6 1
Follow the helmet fitting instructions in this

flyer. It may take some time to ensure a proper [it
is easier if you have someone help you adjust
the straps.

A. Does your helmet fit right? Open
your mouth wide...big yawn! The
helmet should pull down on the head.
If not, refer back to step 5 and tighten
the chin strap.

/[ 01 B. Does your helmet rock back more than two
Measure your head for approximate size. Try the fingers
helmet on to ensure it fits snuggly. While it iHisg above the eyebrows? If so, unbuckle, shorten the
flat on top of your head, make sure the helmetmioesfront strap by moving the slider forward.
rock side to side. Sizing pads come with new hedmmeBuckle, retighten the chin strap, and test again.
use the pads to securely fit to your head. Mix atah C. Does your helmet rock forward into your
the sizing pads for the greatest comfort. In ydildés  eyes? If
helmet, remove the padding when your child’s headso, unbuckle, tighten the back strap by moving
grows. If the helmet has a universal fit ring irstef the
sizing pads, adjust the ring size to fit the head. slider back toward the ear. Buckle, retighten the
chin strap, and test again.
D. Roll the rubber band down to the buckle. All
four
straps must go through the rubber band and be
close to the buckle to prevent the buckle from

slipping.
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Happy Spring!!~~~

It is also the season for the talents of Horizohdéshowcased. The best of the artwork for the lyas been exhibited at the District 49
Show at the Citadel Mall, the Ruth Holly Library l&kit, and the Falcon Education Foundation dinr@pecial recognition should be
given to Gabreilla Pantoja, Kristine Qandril, andsHNu. These students received special recogrfitiotheir talents while their work
was on public display. If you were unable to attémese events, the work is currently on displagunlibrary and throughout the hallway:
of Horizon. | encourage you to view the beaditifork the students have produced. All work wélinain on display through the eveni
of our Open House, then taken down and returnéaetartists.

It has been a fantastic year for Art Club as wellthis after school club, a select group of stidavorked freely in the art room with
advanced processes and materials. Several stymtedisced work that was exceptional. We hope tdicoe this club next year!

Currently, 8 graders are working on supported clay construstinrorganic or geometrical forms. Seventh gradezdinishing their
Aboriginal paintings, where they could choose toptete either an “x-ray” or “dream painting. Sixgtaders will be completing their
Eric Carle collages, then progressing on to papéing.

Thank you to our wonderful PTO. The PTO fundedpghechase of a camera for the Art Department. \ttith camera we hope to producg
more self portraits, and images that are relevapout community, and IB. In addition, we will bsinng it for documentation purposes fo
the developmental workbook, required by the Inteomal Bachelorette Program beginning next year.

The Arts are a necessary component to the develupofii@ well rounded individual. Tests have progardents who are active in the Art
achieve higher in core academic classes. Addifigrthey are better organizers and time coordirsatads a result of being involved in the
Arts, students gain heightened sensitivity, undediing and respect for themselves and their commudier the summer, your child ma
experience some boredom. You may want to struthisedooredom into constructive learning time. Hare some web sites they may go
for knowledge in Art, and/or to create a projest of materials they already own:

www.artmuseum.cera site for museums, galleries and exhibits.

www.artsandactiegticom-a site for projects and activities

www.csfinesartsardrg—a site for the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Cerntealuding local exhibits and productions

Have a creative and relaxing summer!
Mrs. Leasure * +
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PTO Board Elections will take place at our next
meeting: Monday, May 11 ™ at 5:30, HMS Library

Are you interested in running for the PTO Board nex  tyear? Contact Tammy (640-6432) to put
your name in the running. Let your voice be heard!

We would like to take this time to thank all parent s that donated their time to help us at
fundraising events this year! From helping at the Walk-a-thon and the Craft Fair to ordering
pizza on Domino’s nights and taking the kids to Ska  te City nights, your donations have been
put to great use. We'll share a complete listatt he meeting on the 11 ™, but here a glimpse of all
the good we’ve done for our teachers and kids:

"Books for the library ASounds system for the gy m

ACamera for Art Projects Alnstruments for the mus ic department

WHAT'S ON TAP:

*Chile’s Night on Tues, May 5", 5pm- 10pm. What a great day to have a nice
dinner with the family or go for drinks and dessert with friends! HMS will make a
percentage of your purchases when you tell your ser ver you're supporting HMS. See
you there!

*PTO Meeting on Mon, May 11 ™ 5:30pm - 6:30pm in the school's library. Last
one of the school year! Elections will take place.

*Domino’s Pizza Night on Wed, May 13 ™, 4pm — 11pm. Why cook? Order
Domino’s pizza tonight and the school will make $2 for every order that is placed!
Flyers with coupons will be given to the kids earli er that week. If you don't get the
flyer, you can still write the student's name, 1 * period teacher and HMS on a piece of
paper and turn it in with your payment.

*Skate City Night on Fri, May 15 ™ 6pm - 10pm. One last fun night at Skate City
before summer starts! HMS makes $1 from every tick et redeemed that night (tickets
are given to students at school). Skate Cityislo  cated on Barnes just past Doherty HS
and just before you reach Austin Bluffs Blvd.

*Summer Domino’s Pizza days!  Domino’s Pizza has graciously agreed to help
us raise money even in the summer months! So mark your calendars for Wednesdays
June 10" and July 8 ™ and make those pizza nights! Be sure to give them a note telling
them your order is in support of HMS and the school will make $2 from your order.

*Students and parents: PTO will be selling  Celebrate — it's Summer! grams May 11 " —
13" during lunch. Grams will be just 50 cents and i’ s a great and easy way to wish
your friends a great summer and for parents to cong ratulate their kids on another
school year’s success. The Celebrate grams will be delivered on Friday, May 15

th

2008-2009 PTO Board Members may be contacted via e- mail
(horizonpto@gmail.com ) or by phone:

President: Tammy Even, 640-6432 Secretary: Jane t Griffith, 638-8609
V-President: Carrie Richardson, 570-4923 Treasur er: Lourdes Stern, 574-1557
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5" Grade Students of Evans, Remington, and Springs Rah Elementary Schools...

You and your parents are invited to attend
Horizon Middle School’s
New Student Open House
Thursday, May 7, 2009
5:30 p.m.
Horizon School Gym
1750 Piros Drive

“ent volunteers n"de, PRIDE Wear Drawings

Please come and meet our administrators and statur our
building, and learn about Horizon Middle School. We look
forward to seeing you there!

[ +< ?
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Horizon Middle School

1750 PIrROS DRIVE
COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80915
PHONE: 719-495-5210 Fax: 719-495-5209

Mr. Greg Moles, Principal Mrs. Mary Gohl, Astant Principal Ms. CatherineTinucci, AssistBnincipal
Dear Parents and Guardians:

As you may know, reported cases of swine flu iaraégtates have caused the U.S. to issue a phbtth
emergency so that appropriate resources can besaeckif needed.

It is important to note that there is no causedtarm. We have had no confirmed cases in the sfaB®lorado
to date and cases in the U.S. have been relatimétywith no deaths reported. All cases of swinérfkide the
country have been transmitted by human-to-humatacothrough coughing or sneezing of infected peopl
Here are ways that you can help protect your family

Keep your kids at home if they are sick

Contact a doctor if your child exhibits flu-likersptoms
*Doctors offices are being asked to test for ®xfin if they are suspicious

Encourage good hand washing at home and at school

Encourage your kids to cover their mouths when twygh and/or sneeze
District school nurses are staying informed and arenitoring the situation every day.

We are also asking that you help us by doing thewing:
Review your emergency contacts and make any chawggslates with your child’s school

We must have a parent contact letting us know ufryahild is missing school due to flu-like sympto
Call the Horizon attendance line at 495-5201.

When you take your child to the doctor, please jg®@gchool with a dated doctor’s note.

Information about swine flu, along with helpfulks) is posted on the District 49 web sitevatw.d49.org
Please contact your school nurse if you have amgtijpns or concerns about the swine flu or in relgao the
swine flu.

You can also calColorado HELP (COHELP) from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m., sedays a week (1-877-462-2911).
| assure you that the health and well-being of students is our top priority and we are doing eteing pos-
sible to address the situation. Thank you for mgjpis keep our schools safe!

Sincerely,

Greg Moles, Mary Gohl, Catherine Tinucci,
Principal 495-5202 Assistant Principal 495-5203 Assistant Principal 495-5208




