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Dear Falcon High School Families, 
 
The month of November is the annual Food Drive for FHS and the community.  
Our country and our community have survived many disasters this past year 
and the need to replenish the shelves in the food bank is critical.  FHS students 
will be participating in this campaign during the month of November.  The 
JROTC students will be leading this project and class competitions will be in 
effect for the second hour classes. 
 
The second quarter is under way and of course with it comes the opportunity 
for teachers and parents to meet and discuss the progress of the students in 
their classes.  Our parent teacher conferences will be held on Wednesday, the 
9th of November from 4-8 pm.  This is a critical time for students to understand 
how the semester grades will be determined and the necessary knowledge, 
skills, and work needed to make the semester academically successful.  
Students are encouraged to attend these conferences with their parents. 
The Falcon Education Foundation is a non-profit organization that supports 
teachers and students with funding for special projects and scholarships.  As a 
supporting member of the organization, FHS will participate in 
MCDONALD’S NIGHT at the fast food restaurant on Constitution and Powers 
on Tuesday, the 8th of November from 4:00 to 7:00 pm.  All profits from the 
sales during this time will be donated to the Falcon Education Foundation.  We 
hope you will stop in and eat. 
 
The FHS Fall Play will be held in our Commons on November 18th and 19th at 
7:00pm.  You are encouraged to attend and enjoy the FHS thespians and their 
talents.  The play this year will be Our Miss Brooks under the direction of Mrs. 
Jennifer McDonald. 
 
As we break for the Thanksgiving holiday, we are reminded of the many 
blessings and wonderful gifts our students at FHS bring to the school, 
community and world.  Thank you for sharing your most precious resource, 
your children, each day with the staff at FHS! 
 
Happy Thanksgiving, 
 
Mrs. Ray, Principal 
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Impor tant Dates 

November 7             
Sophomore/Junior Night 
7:00pm 

 
November 7-12  

Drive Smart Week 
 

November 9               
Parents/Teacher         
Conferences 

 4:00-8:00 pm 
 
November 11             

Veterans Day              
No School for  students 

 
November 14            
 BAAC Meeting  7:00 pm 
 
November 18-19            

Fall Play   7:00pm 
 

November 23-25     
Thanksgiving Break 

 
November 28               

Parents Athletic Meeting 
7:00pm 
 

December 2                
Winter Sports Assembly  
1:40 pm 
 

December 3                
Winter Dance 
 

December 5       
AFJROTC  
Awards Competition 
 

December 7               
Band Concert 
 

December 15            
BAAC Meeting 
 

December 15              
Coco & Cram 3:30pm 
 

December 15              
Choir Concert 7:00pm 
 

December 16-21         Finals 
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AFJROTC 

September and October were busy months for AFJROTC cadets even with fall break in the middle. Football games, Color Guard 
events, Homecoming, and fundraising events kept lots of our young men and women fairly active.  The entire Corps participated in 
a commemoration of the heroes associated with the tragic events of September 11th. 
 
On September 9th Falcon’s AFJROTC cadets conducted a Retreat ceremony in honor of the police officers and fire-fighters who 
participated in rescue and recovery efforts during and after the 9/11 tragedy, and also our military members and     civilians still 
fighting terrorism all over the world.  Representatives of each of these groups were in attendance.  A Flag Detail    consisting of 
Cadets Sarah Scalzo, Matt Fujimoto and Reid Patton retired and folded the Colors while 140 Falcon HS cadets stood in formation 
as the entire student, faculty, and staff population of the high school looked on.  After the ceremony, a Color Guard consisting of  
Cadets Richard Flores, David Furlong, Chris Owens, and Breann Parker raced to Falcon Middle School to present the Colors at 
that school’s event. 
 
The next day, about 100 cadets boarded buses from Falcon HS and Sand Creek HS and headed for the Air Force Academy. After a 
short tour of the Academy and a “Tailgate”  luncheon, they watched the AFA football team defeat San Diego State University 
handily.  A highlight of the day was the fly-over of four F-15 “Eagles”  (the world’s #1 air superiority fighter) prior to the game. 
Cadet Shane Woodard was particularly impressed as his goal is to fly the F-15 someday.  During the game we saw two of our 
former cadets (Genelle Martinez and Tony Parsram) who are now at the Academy. 
 
The 17th of September was a busy day for many Falcon students with a football game, cheerleading clinic, and two ladies  softball 
games going on. JROTC took advantage of the large turnout to run a yard sale in the bus parking lot.  Thanks       primarily to the 
efforts of Cadets Loren Derrico and Heather Neff (assisted by many other volunteers) the event was a  financial success. Money 
was raised for both Corps activities and Hurricane Katrina victims. 
 
Homecoming offered JROTC the opportunity to break out their first ever Saber Team.   Thanks to the Peterson AFB Honor Guard 
who allowed the use of their ceremonial sabers, cadets formed an honor cordon for the Homecoming Court as they were presented 
to the crowd. An excellent showing by Cadets Sarah Scalzo, David Furlong, Eric Losey, Levi Reulecke, Richard Flores, Loren 
Derrico, Dustin Keller, and Reid Patton. 
 
A hearty welcome goes out to our two new instructors, Chief Master Sergeant Ben Brown and Senior Master Sergeant Bill 
Hartley.  They bring a wealth of experience, talent and new ideas to the organization.  We are very lucky to have grabbed two of 
the finest NCO’s in the Air Force to work with us.  They have already made their mark and will continue doing so. Watch as our 
Drill and Color Guard Teams advance from the best in the state to the best in the west (and beyond). 
 
More things are coming prior to semester end.  On November 5th, approximately 40 of our cadets will be marching along with 70+ 
other units in the Colorado Springs Veterans Day Parade.  The following Saturday 12 of our men and women will compete in an 
all-service JROTC physical training competition in Loveland, Colorado.  We are also starting to organize our first trips to drill and 
color guard competitions. 
 
Don’ t forget the men and women who are out there defending our country every day all over the world.   November 11th, is 
Veterans Day, say thanks to a vet, whether it be your mom, dad, uncle, aunt, brother, sister, grandparent, friend or an 
acquaintance.  

They served—we all benefited!  

Student ID’s 
     It is important to understand the reason that all staff, students 
and visitors to the campus display proper identification during 
school hours.  The purpose for the ID badges allows school 
personnel to quickly identify individuals that belong in the 
building from those who do not have relevant business in the 
building. 
     In order to ensure the safety of the staff and students, ID badges 
are issued and need to be visible at all times.  
     Approved guests, visitors, and parents are expected to register 
their presence on campus by signing in at the main office and 
wearing a temporary pass. 
     In the event that a student forgets their ID badge, a replacement 
badge will be generated and issued to the student.  The $5 
replacement badge can be paid at the time of issuance, or it can be 
added to the students list of fees. 

Student Tardies 
 

Students need t be in class and on 
time.  There is adequate time for all 

students to get to-and-from each class 
within the assigned passing time. 
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Athletic Activities - Dec. 

12/01 Var. Boys Basketball @ CSCS (tournament) 
12/02 Var. Boys Basketball @ CSCS (tournament) 
12/03 Var. Boys Basketball @ CSCS (tournament) 
12/03 Girls Basketball, @ Wasson (4:00/5:30/7:00) 
12/07 Wrestling @ Widefield (6:00 pm) 
12/07 Var. Girls Basketball @ Mesa Ridge (tournament) 
12/08 Var. Girls Basketball @ Mesa Ridge (tournament) 
12/09 Var. Girls Basketball @ Mesa Ridge (tournament) 
12/10 Var. Girls Basketball @ Mesa Ridge (tournament) 
12/10 Boys Basketball vs Lewis Palmer (4:00/5:30/7:00) 
12/14 Wrestling @ Mesa Ridge (6:00) 
12/15 Girls Basketball-C team @ Sierra (tournament) 
12/16 Girls Basketball-C team @ Sierra (tournament)  
12/16 Boys Basketball vs Wasson (4:00/5:30/7:00) 
12/17 Girls Basketball-C team @ Sierra (tournament) 
12/17 Girls Basketball vs Lamar (Var. 5:30)  
12/17 Boys Basketball vs Lamar (Var. 7:00) 
12/17 Wrestling @ Chey. Mt. Tourn.  
12/21 Wrestling vs Sand Creek (6:00) 
 

Congratulations Boys Golf Team 
 

The Falcons Boys Golf Team, led by 
Senior Shawn Darling and Junior Jared 
Carl had an excellent season. The boys 
played hard and finished 13th in the Metro 
League Standings. Nice job to all of the 
players for their contributions. Antler 
Creek Golf Club in Falcon hosted the team 
practices and the Falcon Invitational. 
Thanks for all of the support Antler Creek! 

                                           Coach Franko 

& Coach Bernstein 

Wrestling Practice for the 05-06 season began on 
November 14th.  There was an informational meting 
for all interested athletes on November 7th.  All 
Athletes interested in participating, but have a signed 
physical and parent form on file in the Athletic Office 
prior to beginning practice.    If you have any 
questions, contact Coach Franko. 

afranko@d49.org 
�

Winter Sports  /  Begins November 14 
 

All athletes must be academically eligible 
All athletes must have completed their athletic 
paperwork 
  - yellow parental consent form 
 - physical must be on file prior to try-outs 
 
Girls Basketball: 
Tryouts will take place on Monday & Tuesday  
(11/14 & 15) 
 Freshmen:  2:45  -  4:15 
 Grades 10 - 12: 4:15  -  5:45 
 
Boys Basketball 
Tryouts will take place on Monday & Tuesday  
(11/14 & 15) 
 All Grades: 5:45  -  8:45 

Homework, what is the purpose? 
Steve Thiessen—Assistant Principal 

 
Throughout the course of any semester, students, as well as parents 
ask about homework.   Homework is given by the teacher as a means 
of academic reinforcement.   
 
Homework: 
  -  provides opportunities for the student to practice the principles 

that have been taught. 
  -  provides opportunities for the students to expand/develop the 

thoughts and applications for what has been taught during the 
lesson. 

  -  provides opportunities for the student to “refresh”  their memory of 
the facts and concepts being taught in the class/lesson. 

  
Often the student will do the homework, but not return it to the 
teacher for review/credit.  In addition, there are students who simply 
do not attempt to complete the homework.  
 
From the classroom point of view, homework is one way for the 
teacher to check for understanding prior to a test.  As a parent, don’ t 
ask your son/daughter if their homework is completed, ask them to 
show it to you and even explain it to you.   If you should have any 
questions about homework, ask the teacher.  Have a conversation with 
the teacher and ask for an explanation and/or clarification.   
�

   Does your  son/daughter need to r ide a 
different buss home?  Wr itten permission 
from both families involved is required for  
this bus change.   
   Students need to come to the attendance 
office with wr itten permission in the 
morning for  the bus pass to be issued. 
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1st Semester  Final Schedule 
 Fr iday, 12/16   
(7:25  -  8:51) 5B Final Exam 
(8:57  -  10:45) 6B Final Exam Regular  Bell Schedule  
  
 Monday, 12/19 Tuesday, 12/20 Wednesday, 12/21 
(7:25  -  8:25)                  Breakfast in the Commons  /  Open study per iod 
(8:30  -  9:45) 1A Final Exam 3A Final Exam 4A Final Exam 
(9:50  -  11:05) 2A Final Exam 7B Final Exam 8B Final Exam 
 

·  During the Open Study Period, students can enjoy breakfast in the commons, seek help from teachers, study in the 
library or utilize any of the computer labs.  Students are NOT to be in the hallways.  Rather, they should take advantage 
of the time to prepare for their final exams. 

·  Breakfast will be available for purchase between 7:15 and 8:00.  Lunch will not be served. 
·  Students traveling to/from Sand Creek High School will take their 5B exam on Friday with no changes to the bell 

schedule and their 1A exam on Monday, however, these students will need to begin their finals at 7:25 am on Monday 
(buses will run at the regular ly scheduled times). 

·  FINAL EXAMS ARE NOT OPTIONAL.  Students are expected to be present and on time for all of their scheduled 
exams.  No ear ly exams will be given. 

·  Students with free periods arriving on campus prior to their exams are expected to remain the library. 
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TARI-ANN YATES WINS NAACP AWARD 

On Saturday, October 22nd, the Colorado Springs Branch 
of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) held their 87th Annual Freedom 
Fund Gala.   Hundreds of members and guests enjoyed a 
great evening of reflection on past accomplishments of the 
Association and a look ahead to new challenges. Freedom 
Fund Awards were presented in a number of categories 
including Youth Achievement.  Falcon High School’s own 
Tari-Ann Yates was a recipient of one of these awards in 
recognition of her outstanding leadership, scholastic, and 
citizenship talents.  Congratulations to Tar i-Ann.   The 
faculty, staff, and students of Falcon High are proud of her. 

 

The Challenger Learning Center is a space-based learning 
environment where students, families, senior citizens, 
corporate team members and other community groups 
“ fly”  simulated space missions. The simulator features a 
Mission Control Center as well as an International Space 
Station. Come visit us for an “ out-of-this world”  
experience! 
 
Public Space M ission Simulation 
"Voyage to Mars" 
Saturday, December 10, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
10215 Lexington Drive, Suite 110 
Colorado Springs, CO  80920 
 

Reservations Required - call 719-598-9755 
Ages 10 & Up 

$20 per adult; $18 per student 
�

POSTER CONTEST 
CSU-Pueblo is having a poster contest for all students 
K6-12.  Poster Theme:  

 “ Settlements –   Exploring and Living on the Moon”  
Judging criteria include interpretation of theme, 
originality and creativity, technical excellence, quality of 
presentation.  IEEE will present cash prizes from $75 to 
$200, and one K6-9 student will be sent to Space Camp 
for five days of astronaut training! 
 
For more information, please contact           
 
Miss Kincaid (x7002)  
akincaid-gaalema@d49.org 
 
 

ACT 
The next ACT is scheduled for December  10th.  Late 
registration is available through November  17th.  
Students can pick up a packet in the counseling office. 
 
SAT 
The next SAT is scheduled for January 28th. The 
registration deadline is  December  22nd.  Packets for 
student registration are available in the counseling 
office. 
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School Health Issues: Flu Season and Schools 
 

Flu is an unwelcome visitor to many homes and communities this winter. Schools can help educate students, their families, and school 
staff about how to reduce the chance of getting the flu as well as reduce the likelihood of spreading flu to others.  Additional 
information from the experts is available from the links below. 
 
FIVE FAST FLU FACTS  -  From the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention www.cdc.gov/flu/index.htm 
 
Flu symptoms include fever, headache, chills, body aches, tiredness, dry cough, sore throat, and nasal congestion. 
Flu is spread when a person who has the flu coughs, sneezes, or speaks and sends the flu virus into the air. The virus enters the nose, 

throat or lungs of a person and multiplies. Flu spreads less frequently when a person touches a surface that has flu viruses on it. 
If you get the flu: rest, drink plenty of liquids, and avoid alcohol and tobacco.  
Antibiotics like penicillin will not cure the flu. The best way to prevent the flu is to get a flu shot. Over-the-counter medications may 

relieve symptoms of flu. The National Institute for Allergies & Infectious Diseases recommends acetaminophen (Tylenol) for 
children; aspirin or acetaminophen for adults. Decongestants, cough suppressants, and use of a humidifier can provide 
symptomatic relief.   

In addition to flu shots, three antiviral medicines are available by prescription that will help prevent flu infection: Tamiflu, Flumadine 
and Symmetrel.  

 
The Center  for  Health and Health Care in Schools. Things to keep in mind for  school-age children 
Do NOT give aspirin to a child or teenager who has the flu. To learn why, click here http://www.niaid.nih.gov/factsheets/flu.htm 
Most antihistamines cause sleepiness. If a child still has a stuffy nose when she returns to school, parents may want to ask their child©s 

doctor to prescribe a non-sedating antihistamine. 
Encourage children to cover coughs and sneezes, wash hands frequently, and keep hands away from eyes, nose and mouth. 
A sick child is advised to stay at home during the first days of illness when symptoms are most severe and the infection is most 

contagious. Children can return to school when symptoms are improving and no fever has been detected for 24 hours.  Limit 
activities that involve close contact, since transmission of the flu may be easier in these situations. All students and staff should 
avoid sharing glasses, water bottles, drinks, spoons/forks, etc.  

School buses, because of the enclosed space, may allow for easy spread of the flu. Tissues should be available on the buses, and 
students should be encouraged to cover nose and mouth while coughing or sneezing. Disinfect commonly handled interior surfaces 
(i.e. door handles, handrails, etc.) between loads of students, if possible.   

In the school, clean commonly used surfaces such as door handles, handrails, eating surfaces, desks, etc., frequently with disinfectant. 
(Bleach solutions or commercial disinfectants are appropriate.)   

Who should get the flu shot? Everyone.   (For more information contact your health care provider or local health department at 
www.cdc.gov/other.htm#states.) 

 

Counseling News 

Student Registration 
 
We are coming to the end of the first 
semester and now is the time to start 
thinking about next year.  When we come 
back from Christmas break we will begin 
registration for classes.  This is a good 
opportunity to begin thinking about what 
classes you want to take next year.  Prepare 
yourself early so that you have a schedule 
in mind for the upcoming year.  If you 
have questions regarding scheduling and 
what classes you need or want to take, 
please schedule an appointment with your 
counselor to go over class options. 
 

What are Colleges Looking For? 

Students need to start planning early when 
considering what college they may be 
interested in attending.  Colleges also look 
at what each student has to offer upon 
acceptance into a particular institution.   So 
what exactly are colleges looking for in 
students?   According to a school 
representative from the University of Notre 
Dame the top six categories taken into 
consideration during the admissions 
process are: 

 

·  Course Load 
·  Grades 
·  ACT or SAT test scores 
·  Extracurricular Activities and 

Community Service  
·  Letters of Recommendation 
·  Personal Essay 

Begin looking at Post Secondary 
options as soon as possible and get 
involved in both school and 
community activities.  Most Colleges 
are looking for well rounded students 
that strive both academically and 
socially.   
�
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Counseling Department: Linda Koch – Registrar / Barbara Seeley – Counseling Secretary 
Tyra Little – Freshman Counselor / Amber Stecklein – Counselor (A – K) / Cheryl Stueve – Counselor (L – Z) 

 


