
 

 
 
 
 
 
January 10, 2017 
 
Dear PPEC Families, 
 
 
We are excited to inform you that Pikes Peak Early College students are invited to, and encouraged to, participate 
in a full day event, Tuesday April 11th, 2017 at  High Trails Outdoor Education Center in Florissant, CO. High Trails 
offers many programs to encourage student cooperation and communication by facilitating leadership exercises, 
team building activities, and problem solving exercises. High Trails is a wonderful place for schools and students to 
build their community which is something we greatly value at PPEC.  Schools use the time at High Trails to 
reinforce character education skills taught in the classroom and it gives us a chance to provide our students  with a 
common experience and transferable skills.  
 
High Trails believes that lessons about relationships can be learned by using natural systems as a model.  Studies 
have shown that as we spend time in the natural world, we are more able to build close and meaningful 
connections with other individuals and with the community as a whole. Attending High Trails will help students 
develop leadership skills while learning how to work together as a team to solve problems called initiatives. They 
have this name because to take the initiative is to try something new, to take the lead, and to challenge yourself. 
They will begin with some easy activities and problems, and as the day progresses, will move onto more 
challenging ones. Many of the activities will be introduced with a limited amount of information, which 
encourages learning, compromise, comradery, thinking and problem solving by the students.  Each activity ends 
with a debriefing session.  
 
In conclusion, the day addresses many of the following questions: What is needed for a group to be a team? What 
is needed for effective communication? What are important qualities of a leader? Of a follower? Are both roles 
equally important? How can you be a more effective team player? 
 
We have arranged for a short 30 minute parent information meeting to be held Wednesday, February 15th, at 
5:00pm in the PPEC gym, following parent-teacher conferences. An email will be forthcoming for parents to sign 
up to attend the meeting. Again, it is our goal to have 100% student attendance as we strive to build a unique 
culture at Pikes Peak Early College.  
 
 
Please contact Dale Bonavita at dbonavita@d49.org or 719.499.6467 with any questions.  
 
We look forward to seeing you! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Dale Bonavita 
 
 

Dave Knoche, Executive Principal 
11990 Swingline Road 

Peyton, CO  80831 
719-345-7732 

 

mailto:dbonavita@d49.org


 

 

Dave Knoche, Executive Principal 
11990 Swingline Road 

Peyton, CO  80831 
719-345-7732 

 


